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Construction
All seam allowances are 13mm (1/2") unless otherwise 
specified.

right side 
of fabric interfacing interlining

 

1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 

AUTUMN FLOWERS
BY ANA MALLAH  OF AUSTRALIA 
For colour photos and full details, see pages 68–77.

Birch leaves

Oak leaves

Ash leaves

Eucalyptus leaves

Sweet Gum

AUTUMN FLOWERS
LEAF TEMPLATESAUTUMN FLOWERS

EMBROIDERY DESIGN AND PLACEMENT GUIDE

placement 
mark

placement 
mark

placement 
mark

placement 
mark

Acorn

Ash

Sweet 
Gum

Eucalyptus

Birch

TEMPLATES

FOREST FLOOR
BY KAY DENNIS  OF THE UK 
For colour photos and full details, see pages 40–52.

Stem
1

Stem
2

Stem
3

placement 
mark

placement 
mark

placement 
mark

placement 
mark

A
A

A

NEEDLELACE TEMPLATES

Mushroom 1 
frill

Mushroom 2 
frill

Mushroom 1 
Stem

Mushroom 3 
Stem

Mushroom 2

Mushroom 2 Cap Mushroom 3 
Cap

INTERLINING TEMPLATES

Mushroom 1 Cap Mushroom 2 Cap

Mushroom 3 Cap

FELT TEMPLATESA
A

A

Blackberry

Mushroom 
Stem 3

Mushroom 
Stem 2

Mushroom 
Stem 1

A
A

A

Mushroom 1 Cap

A
A

A

Mushroom 2 Cap
A

A
A

Mushroom 3 Cap

EMBROIDERY TEMPLATES

FOREST FLOOR
EMBROIDERY DESIGN

ISSUE 104
MASTER COPY
DO NOT CUT

Copyright Reserved © 2019
Inspirations Studios

diag 1

diag 2 diag 3

diag 4

diag 5

diag 6

diag 7

linen

diag 8

diag 9

diag 10

Inner mushroom cap

Blackberry leaves

ALPHABET AND NUMBERS CHART

border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.

diag 11

diag 12

diag 13

diag 14

diag 15 diag 16

A D

B C diag 17
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.

diag 11

diag 12

diag 13

diag 14

diag 15 diag 16

A D

B C diag 17
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.

diag 11

diag 12
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diag 14
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.

diag 11

diag 12

diag 13

diag 14

diag 15 diag 16

A D

B C diag 17
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.

diag 11

diag 12
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diag 14

diag 15 diag 16

A D

B C diag 17
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.

diag 11

diag 12

diag 13

diag 14

diag 15 diag 16
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B C diag 17
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.

diag 11

diag 12

diag 13

diag 14

diag 15 diag 16

A D

B C diag 17
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.
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1. Preparing the embroidered linen
Remove any remaining tacking. Place the embroidered 
linen face down onto a soft, padded surface and press with 
a warm, dry iron, squaring the corners and straightening 
the edges.

2. Making templates
Make a photocopy of each piece of stitching and two 
copies of the needlebook and box lid. Label and cut out 
one photocopy panel of each piece just inside the back 
stitch outline. These will be used to cut the lightweight 
interfacing and interlining for the linen to the exact size 
for each piece. Cut out the second photocopy of the 
needlebook and etui lid just outside the back stitch border. 
These will be used to cut the interlining for the silk for 
these pieces.

3. Preparing the lightweight interfacing
Using the templates, cut and label pieces of lightweight 
interfacing to fit inside the back stitch border of each 
panel.

4. Applying the lightweight interfacing and cutting 
out the linen 
Position the pieces of lightweight interfacing, adhesive side 
down, over the wrong side of the stitched panels, checking 
to ensure that the interfacing sits just inside the back stitch 
outline. Fuse in place. Cut out each piece leaving a 13mm 
(1/2") seam allowance from the back stitch outline.

5. Twisted cords
Make the following twisted cords. At the knotted end, bind 
the cord securely beneath the knot with matching thread. 
Trim away the end of the cord flush with the binding (diag 1).

Etui: one 50cm (20") cord using six strands of A and one 
23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.
Scissor fob: one 33cm (13") cord using six strands of A and 
one 23cm (9") cord using 4 strands of A.

6. Tassels
Etui: Fold the 50cm (20") cord in half and make a tassel 
over the centre loop. To make the tassel, wrap the piece of 
firm card with A until the skirt is the desired fullness. Cut 
the thread bundle at the base (diag 2).

Take one end of the bundle over the centre of the twisted 
cord (diag 3).
Securing the ends in the bundle and beginning 7mm (5/16") 
down from the tassel top, wrap one 23cm (9") twisted cord 
around the thread bundle to form the tassel neck. Trim the 
base of the tassel skirt so that it is even.
Scissor fob: Bring the bound and looped ends of the 33cm 
(13") cord together and stitch securely (diag 4).

Make a tassel over the joined ends in a similar manner to 
the etui tassel, using the remaining 23cm (9") cord.

7. Preparing the etui
Using the six linen pieces as templates, cut six pieces of 
silk the same size. Using the photocopy templates, cut two 
pieces of interlining for each side and the base panel and 
one piece for the lid. Using the second photocopy, cut 
one piece of interlining for the lid lining. Label this piece 
clearly.

Place the interlining for 
the base and lid on a flat 
surface. Using the ruler and 
black pen, find the centre 
of each square by ruling 
lines diagonally from corner 
to corner. Cut out a small 
square with the craft knife 
where the lines intersect 
(diag 5).
Cut out the  star from the red felt and the circle from the 
gold felt. Mark the centre of each one using the templates. 
Using a hole punch or small, sharp scissors, make a neat 
circular hole at the centre point. 
Using C, work blanket stitch 
around the centre hole on 
each piece. On the circle, 
work a ring of French knots 
using two strands of B 
and blanket stitch around 
the outer edge using one 
strand of C. Using the craft 
glue and aligning the centre 
holes, glue the circle to the star 
and allow to dry (diag 6).
Work the flowers on the star, placing one into each point 
using B for the straight stitch foliage and two strands of 
F for the French knot flowers. Centre the star on the lid 
panel, aligning a point with each corner, pin and tack in 
place with the white sewing thread. Remove the pins. 
Using C, blanket stitch the star to the linen around the 
outer edge. Remove 
the tacking.
Prepare each linen 
panel by positioning 
the interlining on the 
back, mitreing the 
corners and folding in 
the seam allowance. 
Stitch the mitres with 
the white sewing 
thread and lace the 
linen on the back of 
each panel (diag 7).
Prepare the lining panels in a similar manner, folding in the 
seam allowances and mitreing the corners on the upper 
and side edges only, leaving the seam allowance on the 
lower edge loose. Use the red sewing thread and press 
the seam allowances in place. 

8. Assembling the etui
Working along the top edge only and using the red 
sewing thread, stitch the silk lining panels to the linen 
side panels using joining stitch and the crewel needle, 
centreing the lining on the back of the linen (diag 8).

Feather all edges

Feather all edges

Stitch the lid lining to the lid around each side in the same 
manner using the red sewing thread. Open up a hole 
at the centre of the lid lining with the dressmaker’s awl, 
pushing it through the hole at the centre of the lid. Repeat 
on the base lining.
Using A and a tapestry needle, stitch the four linen panels 
together along the side seams using  joining stitch in the 
following order, whitework panel, tree panel, Bargello 
panel and partridge panel (diag 9).

Partridge panel

Tree panel

Whitework 
panel

Bargello 
panel

Take each end of the etui tassel cord through one hole 
of the mother of pearl button then take both 
ends down through the hole 
in the centre of the 
lid. Take the ends 
down through the 
hole in the base lining 
and through the square 
formed by the joined 
sides. At the centre of the 
interlining on the back 
of the linen base, stitch 
approximately 13mm (1/2") 
of the ends securely to the 
interlining only (diag 10). 
Using joining stitch and A, 
stitch the linen base to the 
lower edge of the box sides, 
folding in the loose seam 
allowances. Push the base 
lining down the cord until it 
sits snugly inside the base of 
the box.

9. Scissor sheath
Use the linen piece as a template to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates, 
cut two pieces of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
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border. Position the interlining inside the back stitch 
border on each side of the sheath, mitre and stitch the 
corners, fold in the seam allowance and lace the edges 
using the white sewing thread (diag 11).

interlining interlining

linen

Cut the piece of heavyweight fusible interfacing so that it 
measures 4.3cm x 13.6cm (111/16" x 5 3/8") then cut in half so 
that you have two pieces that measure 4.3cm x 6.8cm 
(111/16" x 23/4"). Centre the pieces on the silk lining, leaving 
a 2mm (1/16") gap between the short ends and fuse in place 
(diag 12).

heavyweight 
interfacing

heavyweight 
interfacing

silk lining

Mitre and stitch the corners, fold in the seam allowance 
and press in the same manner as the etui. With wrong 
sides facing, centre the lining over the prepared linen, 
taking care to ensure that the gaps in the interlining and 
heavyweight interfacing are aligned. Stitch the lining to the 
seam allowance of the linen only. Fold the scissor sheath 
in half and using joining stitch and A, stitch the sides 
together.

10. Needlebook
Use the linen pieces as templates to cut the lining in the 
same manner as the etui. Using the photocopy templates 
cut a piece of interlining to fit inside the back stitch 
borders. Position one piece of interlining, mitre and stitch 
the corners and fold in the seam allowance on each 
side. Lace the edges and press gently. Using the second 
templates, cut two pieces of interlining for the silk lining. 
Prepare the silk lining in the same manner. Cut two pieces 
of gold felt to measure 5.5cm x 4cm wide (2 1/8" x 1 1/2") with 
pinking shears or 3mm scallop shears. Centre each piece 
of felt on a lining piece and hold in place with a French 
knot at each upper corner using two strands of B, working 
through all layers (diag 13).

felt feltlining

With wrong sides together and 
matching edges, stitch the lining 
pieces to the linen pieces using 
joining stitch and the red sewing 
thread. Place the front and back 
together so that the edges are 
aligned and secure with an elastic 
band down the length (diag 14).
Press the length of G and thread 
each end into a tapestry needle. 
Beginning at the upper edge take 
one end of the ribbon through the first back stitch 
on the back cover and the other end through the 
first back stitch on the front cover (diag 15).

Take care to ensure that the ribbon is centred and remains 
flat. Working in the same manner as lacing up shoes, cross 
the ribbons and take them through the third back stitches 
on the opposite sides (diag 16).

Taking care to ensure that the ribbon remains flat, continue 
working in this manner, taking the ribbons through 
every second back stitch to the base of the covers. After 
threading the ribbons through the last back stitch on each 
side, remove the needles and tie the ribbon tails into a 
bow. Trim away any excess ribbon.

11. Scissor fob 
Using the photocopy templates, cut a piece of interlining 
to fit inside the back stitch border on each piece. Position 
the interlining, mitre and 
stitch the corners and fold 
in the seam allowances on 
each piece. Lace the edges 
if desired and press gently. 
With wrong sides together 
and matching edges, place 
the two fob squares together. 
Using A, stitch the pieces 
together with joining stitch 
between A and B (diag 17).
Open the panels and insert the cord with the tassel end 
down. Close the panels and continue stitching from C to D.  
Take care not to catch the cord as this will prevent the fob 
from sliding up and down. Attach the looped end of the 
cord to a small pair of scissors.
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